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Introduction: Harold Pinter is one of the foremost British dramatists of the postmodern era and his 

plays are regularly taught in English Honours courses. This special lecture was organized to introduce 

the students with his works and the cultural context from which he emerged.  

 

Brief Report: The speaker began by locating Pinter in the context of European drama and specifically 

the Theatre of the Absurd while pointing out how and why he departs from the Absurdists. She then 

went on to discuss the specific traits of Pinter's plays particularly his use of pauses and silences and 

how that creates a Comedy of Menace. The lecture ended with a fruitful interactive session where 

students could have their doubts clarified. Thus, the lecture provided the students with a 

comprehensive introduction to Pinter and showed them the ways in which his plays need to be 

approached.  

 

No of participants: 19 

 
 


